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Darley and Nutwood Nature Reserve 

 
In the last edition of this newsletter I waxed rather lyrically on the wonders of nature, and how 
lucky we are to be surrounded by beautiful parkland and open spaces. But as I write this and 
watch the flood waters rise around us, I am reminded that nature also has her perfidious side. 
Having experienced the driest sunniest April on record, we are now subjected to the wettest June 
and its consequential flooding. It is somewhat ironic that the Environment Agency has recently 
started a consultation on whether the flood defences in the Derwent Valley need improvement. 
The effects of the recent flood are there for all to see, but if you have strong views on the matter 
let me know. We have asked the Agency to be included on the list of consultees. There is always a 
balance to be struck between improving flood defences and preserving the character of our World 
Heritage Site and Conservation Area, and therefore any action on the part of the Agency needs to 
be carefully considered. One only has to look at the work recently carried out by the Agency in 
Darley Park to see what problems can arise. The restoration of the balustrade was, in my view, 
excellent, but changes in ground topography have lead to other problems that have still not been 
satisfactorily dealt with. However, our sister organisation Friends of Darley Open Spaces have 
been monitoring the situation and are pressing the council to put matters right. 
 
David Ling Editor 



 

 
AUTUMN OPEN MEETING 

 
This year’s open meeting will be held in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm on Thursday 27th September. 
Details will be announced in due course, but as usual the meeting will be open to non-members. We 
hope to stimulate debate on the issues of the day such as the “Great Garden Grab”, the Duffield Road 
bus lane, flood prevention, mobile phone masts and many other issues. Please put this date in your 
diaries. 
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HAS THE ABBEY BEEN 
FOUND? 
 
In April we held our Annual 
General Meeting which was a 
huge success. We had an 
interesting talk from our guest 
speakers, a trio of 
archaeologists who had been 
responsible for monitoring the 
work on the Barn Outdoor 
Centre in the village. Whilst 
excavating the foundations for 
the new centre, four ancient 
walls and a pavement were 
discovered leading to 
speculation as to whether the 
remains of some of the Abbey 
buildings had been found. This 
was confirmed when a small 
piece of pottery was found 
dating to about the 14th 
Century. County Archaeologist 
Dr Andrew Myers introduced 
the talk and explained the 
importance of the site as 
probably the largest monastic 

foundation in the region. 
Jessika Shakarian, the 
archaeologist in charge of the 
day to day work on the site 
explained the finds and 
illustrated her talk with slides. 
Dr Clive Waddington, 
managing director of 
Archaeological Research Ltd, 
the company contracted by 
the City Council to monitor 
the site, gave the meeting a 
brief talk on the work of his 
company. He then explained 
that what had been 
discovered so far was just 
scratching the surface and 
that he felt sure there was 
much more to be discovered. 
He urged the Society to press 
for further research on the 
site. The Society is now 
working with the Darley 
Abbey History Group and 
Derbyshire Archaeological 
Society to try to find funding 
for more extensive research. 

DARLEY AND NUTWOOD 
NATURE RESERVE 

 
The Annual General Meeting also 
resolved to alter the Society’s 
constitution to enable sub-groups of 
the Society to be set up. This was 
needed to allow a group of 
enthusiastic naturalists to come 
together under the auspices of the 
Society to help with the 
management of the newly created 
Nature Reserve in what was Darley 
Abbey tip and Nutwood. At the 
subsequent meeting of the Society’s 
Executive Committee, the sub-
group was officially set up under the 
Chairmanship of Dr Keith Dodd 
with the aim of helping the City 
Council establish and manage the 
reserve, encourage the preservation 
of wildlife on the site, act as 
custodians, and encourage its use as 
an educational resource. 
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New Committee 
Member 

 
A big welcome to Joan Travis 
who was appointed to our 
committee at the Annual 
General Meeting. Joan will be 
well known to you as our local 
ward councillor for many years. 
Whilst a councillor, she gained a 
reputation as a person who 
cared passionately for her local 
community. She decided not to 
stand for re-election to the 
council this year, and we are 
therefore very fortunate that she 
has agreed to join our 
committee. She has agreed to 
take on responsibility for 
transport, crime, streets and 
public areas and act as City 
Council liaison. Joan will be a 
great asset to the society. 
 

Friends of Darley Open 
Spaces 

 
FoDOS now have over a hundred 
members and the numbers are still 
rising.  
The gypsies have gone and they’re 
working on how to prevent them 
returning.  
After lobbying by FoDOS repairs to 
the grove walls have started, and 
safety barriers installed. 
Money has been saved by persuading 
the council not to paint the Park 
toilets until they had been 
refurbished. They will imminently be 
repaired, and then painted.  
Instead of 110 tons of screened 
topsoil to repair the park surface, 
only 50 tons arrived with 40 tons of 
rubble and soil mixed with about a 
ton of glass shards up to 5 cms long. 
An enquiry is underway to find out 
how this happened.  
Chris Wynn, ex cabinet councillor 
for transport has been to FODOS 
committee meetings to assist us with 
these issues.  
He is trying personally to get the 
forty yards of riverside path stoned 
between the wooden bridge and the 
end of the balustrade to fix 
impassable winter mud. 
FoDOS now has a structure 
comprising Chair, Vice Chair, 
Secretary, Treasurer, committee 
members with specific 
responsibilities (one of which is a 
representative on the Darley Abbey 
Society committee) and various 
subcommittees. 

PLANNING MATTERS 
 

As usual we continue to 
closely monitor all planning 
applications within our area. 
We have managed to see off 
two very undesirable 
applications. The first was 
another attempt to build a 
monstrous agricultural 
building on the farmland 
adjacent to the South 
Ave/North Ave junction. 
Whilst the proposed building 
is quite objectionable in its 
own right, we suspect that 
this is a Trojan horse to get 
some development on the site 
which could then be converted 
to industrial or residential at a 
later date. We must remain 
vigilant! 
The other was an application 
to erect a mobile phone mast 
on a chimney in the mills. 
Clearly this was quite out of 
order on a listed building, in a 
conservation area and against 
the objectives of the World 
Heritage Site. 
We are pleased to note that 
the plans for a “garden grab” 
development on Duffield Road 
have been scaled down from a 
block of twenty flats to a more 
modest four houses. However 
we are concerned at the scale 
of the applications to hit 
Allestree Village recently. We 
shall continue to support our 
neighbours in Allestree in their 
efforts to prevent this. It 
could easily happen here in 
Darley Abbey! 

 
John Gabb 

 
Due to his many other 
commitments, John Gabb 
decided not to stand for re-
election to the committee this 
year. John has served on the 
committee for many years, and 
it is therefore with regret that I 
have to record his decision to 
retire. On behalf of everyone at 
the Society I wish to extend 
our heartfelt thanks to John for 
all his hard work for the 
Society over the years. 

Gatekeepers Booth 
 

I am pleased to report 
that as a result of 
intervention by the 
Society, the 
Gatekeeper’s booth in 
the Mills has now been 
completely repaired and 
restored. 
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