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NEWSLETTER No: 47 ‘ SUMMER 2008

The Major of Derby, Councillor Panline Latham, shares a joke with Keith Dodd, Chair of the Management
Group, during the official opening of the Darley and Nutwood Nature Reserve

Spring is usually a time for optimism and renewal, and despite the general economic gloom afflicting
the country at present there have been some positive developments here in Darley Abbey. The newly
designated Darley and Nutwood Nature Reserve has been officially opened and the management group
have already made a start on various conservation measures and improvements. See Keith Dodd’s
article in this issue. The Derwent Valley Mills Partnership continues to pursue its aim to help our mills
become a more accessible part of the World Heritage Site. Friends of Darley Open Spaces now have a
new committee, and are making strides towards getting the new riverside path built. Derbyshire
Archaeological Society with the backing of your Society and the Local History Group have won Council
support to carry out further archaeological investigations into the whereabouts of the Abbey. The Street
lighting in the village is to be renewed. Your society and the Local History Group have been in
discussion with the Council about the design of the new lighting in the Conservation Area. We have also
been consulted on the design for the new Cricket Pavilion. All in all there has been a lot of good news
in the village for once.

On a more prosaic note | regret that we are being forced to streamline the collection of annual
membership subscriptions. It would be extremely helpful to your committee if you would agree to pay
by banker’s standing order. It would save you having to remember each year to do so, and it would
save us a lot of administration. 1 pay most of my subs that way and its works! David Ling, Editor.
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DARLEY AND NUTWOOD
NATURE RESERVE

Following designation as a Local
Nature Reserve earlier this year, the
site was officially opened by the
Mayor of Derbkl Councillor Pauline
Latham, on 11" May.

An open meeting was held in the
village hall in May, when a wide
range of issues were discussed
regarding the future management of
the site, including access, paths,
grazing and knotweed control.

Since March there have been
several new activities on site
including:

e Hedge planting by pupils
from Beckett school,
coordinated by Groundwork

e Litter pick by volunteers

e Scrub clearance by BTCV

e Balsam pulling by
volunteers

A major project known as “My
Space? Our Space!” is running
through the summer.

Coordinated by BTCV it includes
the installation of steps on two
steep sections of path and a timber
bridge over the stream at the north
end of the reserve. In addition
notice boards are planned at the
entrances to the site and further
scrub clearance and grass cutting

will take place in the autumn.
Keith Dodd. Tel. 01332 557249
Keith@dodd394.fsnet.co.uk

“GARDEN GRABS” GRAB THE HEADLINES

Another year has been dominated by “garden grab” planning
applications. Darley Abbey and Allestree seem to be seen as a builder’s
Utopia with multiple applications to destroy fine houses and gardens
and build high density developments. The problem is that a few years
ago the government declared that all back gardens could be regarded
as “brownfield” sites and therefore automatically available for
development. Many of the back gardens in the Village have already
been developed in this way, particularly in the Church Lane and Duffield
Road areas. But the price of housing has now reached such a level,
that it is actually worthwhile demolishing perfectly good houses and
building several on the site. The latest application is at Numbers 398

and 402 Duffleld Road. If it succeeds the two houses there now, which
are two of the finest in the village, and their gardens will be destroyed to
make way for a modern estate of 14 units.

Another application is to demolish 35 Church Lane and build two
houses in its place one behind the other with access down the side of
the one in front. This is causing great concern to the neighbours.

A further unresolved application, on a proper brownfield site, is for the
demolition of a row of lock up garages to the rear of Lavender Row and
the erection of a house causing loss of parking and access to other
properties.

There is also the massive development at Kingscroft Allestree which
has been resubmitted with additional housing added. Whilst technically
outside our area we are supporting the Allestree Protection Group in
their fight.

Your Society is vigorously campaigning against these Garden Grabs,
but what we really need is a change in the Law.

Gordon Jones and David Ling.
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Darley Ward
Neighbourhood Board

The Society now has an elected representative on the
Darley Ward Neighbourhood Board. Gordon Jones will
be our usual representative, but if he is not available
another member of our committee will attend in his place.
The other residents of Darley Abbey Village on the board
are Chris Wynne (now a candidate in the forthcoming
council by-election), and Roy Hartle.

The Board, which also comprises Council officers and
public representatives, should now begin to be a more
cohesive and effective body, and address the problems
identified within the ward.

We urge all our members to participate in the Darley Ward
Neighbourhood Forum Meetings, but if you are unable to
attend please contact Gordon on 364089 or
jones@datleyabbey.com and let him know your concerns.
The next Forum Meeting is at 7 pm on 17" September
2008 at Markeaton Primary School. Future meetings will
be on 26" November 2008, 28" January 2009, and 1* April
2009. Gordon Jones.

ABBEY ARCHAEOLOGY
The Derbyshire Archacological Society is to start
preliminary investigations during the last two weekends in
August. Please have a look in your garden and see if you
have any bits of old stone that could have come from the
Abbey and let the archaeologists know.
Contact Joan D’Arcy on 363354 or jdarcy(@aol.com

OPEN MEETING
Thurs 25" September at 7.30 pm
In the Village Hall

Our open meetings have become a regular
Autumn event. Please come and have your say on
the issues that concern you.
Are you worried about:

e Garden Grabs

e Bus lanes and traffic problems

e Crime and anti-social behaviour

e Flooding and environmental issues
Your committee and local representatives will be
there to hear your concerns so come and talk to us
about them.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

As mentioned in the last Newsletter, our membership
secretary of many years, Doreen Goodman, is
standing down, but unfortunately no-one has come
forward to replace her. She has agreed to collect the
subscriptions for 2008/09, but from next year (we will
be asking you to send the subscriptions to us, or
better still to pay by standing order.

Subscriptions have been held at £3 for individuals and
£5 for households.

Please complete the form on the reverse of the
Newsletter and return it to our Hon Treasurer, Helen
McCoy at 57 South Avenue Derby.

If you would like to contact Helen regarding this or any
other financial matters relating to the Society, contact
her on Derby 551436 or helen@darleyabbey.com.
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In an attempt to streamline the collection of annual membership subscriptions please
complete and return this form to 57 South Avenue Darley Abbey. Current rates are £3
for individuals and £5 for households.

TO coi Bank plc/Building Society [please fill in the name and address of
your bank]

Address: ...

........................................................................... (full name of customer)

hereby authorise and request you make the following payments from

my account number ................oein. sortcode ...........cociiiiiiiinin. to:-
Payee: The Darley Abbey Society
Bank: HSBC Bank

St Peter’s Street

Derby

Account No:52605023

Sort Code: 40-19-15

First payment: £3.00/£5.00 [delete as applicable] on the 1st March 2009

Second and subsequent payments of £3.00/£5.00 [delete as applicable] on the 1st day of
March each year until further notice.

Date:

Signed: .o

Full name of member ...

Address of member

Telephone number ..,

Email address L. (G





